
Homage to the Simple Zipper 
 
It is a quandary and it demands action.   Too often, alas, it descends into heated 
arguments. It has dampened, nay ruined, many an outing.  Once zippers were 
invented, and someone had the bright idea to put not just one but two on a 
backpack, tent door, or daypack, the perfectionist mind was off to the races.   
 
Meet in the middle?  Always zip to the left?  Always zip to the right?  Randomly 
leave it however the spirit moves you?  Finally, here are the answers you need to 
support your side in the arguments. 
 
Economy of motion.  If your zippers kiss each other at the midway point then 
unzipping and re-zipping they travel the least distance. 
 
All the way to one side.  I suppose your preference depends on if you are right 
or left handed.  Unzip just enough to fetch carefully located items on that side. 
Then close it up. Of course, this sort of defeats the purpose of having two 
zippers.  Maybe one becomes the backup? 
 
Random stops.  Now this is the spirit.  You can close your eyes, run your fingers 
along the smooth ribbon and voila you will find where the zipper is parked.  It is in 
the spirit of adventure.  No habit or memory required. 
 
As the careful reader will have noted, all of the above solutions have two things 
in common.  Of course, all these approaches are wrong sometimes.  More 
importantly, if you stick with one approach, then in some cold, miserable 
emergency when you absolutely must quickly find the zipper, you will know 
where to look. 
 
 


